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Route. Follow the Green Chain Walk signs through pleasant
gardens, past the former Thames Barrier Arms pub, to reach
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passed this way. Beyond here the unfenced gravel path has an
open, rustic feel. Tucked away on the far bank is the Gallions
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@, now a housing estate. Keep eyes right to spot
the 18th century Clockhouse, home to the
dockyard’s Admiral-Superintendents, pass
by two cannon preserved from the old
Gun Drill Battery and the old graving
docks. Soon the Woolwich Free Ferry

is reached. The ferry links with North
Woolwich and the vast Royal Albert
Dock and King George V Dock - now the
site of London City Airport. This free service

| 2|0 mins

Thames Barrier

| Unity Way, Woolwich SE18
Tel: 020 8305 4188
www.environment-agency.gov.uk

This mighty feat of modern engineering is the lynchpin of
defences that protect 1.25 million Londoners, 26 tube stations
and over 4,000 properties from the increasing risk of flooding

soon look different here. This is the site of the proposed

Thames Gateway Bridge that is awaiting a public enquiry.
You’re now approaching Tripcock Ness @ so named

in sailing days: vessels heading inland were forbidden to carry

anchors “cock billed”, or cable hung, beyond this point. The

Woolwich Dockyard and
the Royal Arsenal

Woolwich Town Centre Manager
Tel: 020 8854 8888
www.royalarsenal.com

Princess Alice was lost just here, where the river starts its
downward turn. Across the river, two 60m towers operate the

Henry VIIl's greatest warship Henri Grace a Dieu drop-gate flood barrier that guards the mouth of Barking Creek.

(the first vessel to carry guns) was built at the

Walk and cycle paths part company soon: inland are the
Tudor dockyards here and by the early 1700s,

remains of Tumps - moated magazine stores that were part

minutes, just yards from the bank off Tripcock Ness.
Some 600 people drowned in the calamity described
in local records as the “Greatest Affliction of the Age”.
The report continues: “The fearful suddenness of the
catastrophe, the social condition of many of the victims,
the awful proportions of the death-roll and the new peril
which seemed to come home to all the thousands who were

wont to travel by water — all contributed to the horror of an event which

shook Great Britain like an earthquake and sent a shudder vibrating through the world.”

(walk from Woolwich Town Centre).

® Broadwater Lock ()): 244, 380.
(ask for Gallions Park).

® Thamesmead Pumping Station @) : 177, 229, 401, 472, BI .
(ask for Linton Mead Primary School or Town Centre).

e Harrow Manorway @) 177,229, 401, 472.
(ask for Nickleby Close).

Stations links and ferry services

] due to rising water levels and ‘surge tides’. Conceived after 300 hundreds of men were busy building and repairing ® Charlton Station to Thames Barrier @ I mile
for vehicles and foot passengers dates from people died when the Thames flooded in 1953, it finally opened in warships in the sprawling Woolwich yards. The Royal of the Arsenal site. Take the lower path towards the Pill ' _ _ T
1889. Pick up signage leading under the arch of the 1982. The Barrier will serve until at least 2030 — by which time, Laboratory munitions factory opened nearby on the Box trained on Barking Creek. From the blank bulk of the ® Woolwich Dockyard Station to Woolwich Dockyard @ /+ mile
ferry buildings and round the back of the Waterfront Leisure possibly, it may close some 30 times a year. The round-the-clock Woolwich Warren in 1696 and the Royal Brass Foundry Thamesmead Pumping Station @, head on past Harrow ® North Woolwich Station to Woolwich Foot Tunnel @ '+ mile
Centre to the river, the ferry pier and the ‘rotunda’ building of Control Room receives up to 36 hours vYarning of surge tides from designed l?y Sir John Vanbrugh foII'owed in 1717, to cast all Manor Way @ to join the gravel path again. Oil storage ® Woolwich Arsenal Station to Royal Arsenal @ 1+ mile
the Woolwich Foot Tunnel@. Builtin 1912 as an alternative to satellites and other sources and the Barrier closes four hours before guns required for government service. In 1805, George Il depots on the far bank signal the approach to Cross Ness:
high tide. Full closure takes 30 minutes, raising six gates and lowering changed the name to Royal Arsenal Woolwich. As shipbuilding declined in ® Plumstead Station to Broadwater Lock @ */+ mile

the Free Ferry, the tunnel was used by thousands of workers
who had previously lost wages whenever the ferry was delayed
by fog. Continue along the riverside route past the new Royal
Arsenal Gardens. Nearing the historic heart of the Royal Arsenal
@ and the new pier, turn back for superb views of the Dome
and Canary Wharf.

four more, each 15 metres high. The Thames Barrier Information Centre
and Education Centre. Wheelchair access. Admission charge. Please note
that car park and toilets are accessible only during Information Centre
opening hours.

its light is visible to shipping for eight miles.

the nearby Dockyard, the Arsenal flourished to reach its peak in the First World War when 80,000 people . . .
y Y P peop The Riverside Golf Club comes after the ness and just beyond

were employed here. In 1967 the Royal Ordnance Factory closed and much of the 1,200-acre site was ) )
earmarked for the development of Thamesmead housing and industrial project. The Ministry of Defence that you arrive close to the Crossness Beam Engines @
finally vacated Royal Arsenal West in 1994: Firepower! and the Greenwich Heritage Centre are housed

amongst the many historic buildings of the Royal Arsenal preserved on this site.

® The Woolwich Free Ferry operates a regular, daily service.
For details visit www.greenwich.gov.uk or call 020 8921 5786.

Refreshments
Thames Barrier Visitor Centre, Firepower!, Woolwich Town Centre,
Thamesmead Town Centre.
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T yun electricity generated by its own 85-metre wind turbines. Allow shoveler and winter flooding attracts lapwing, dunlin, S g ”, (ask for St. Francis Way).
iewi ilities i ird hi i Salrs = o
Location Signposts. These give the distance to the next key location in time to duck down the eastern side of the sewage works for a redshank and gullls.- \_/Iewmg_ faC|I|F|es include a bird hide, sand martin . Qq;o‘% i 2 Howb ,_a” ® Erith Riverside Gardens ®: 99,229, 428, 469, BI2.
either direction and (where relevant) to nearby stations. They also show detour into Crossness Nature Reserve: bring a bird book, for wall, bat cave, artificial nesting cliff and the boardwalk around a reedbed frequented by water rail, sedge o ;. % %al;ry ,, (ask for Erith High St. / Cross St.).
inks with other waymarked walks. All Location Signposts are marked o o ) : ’ warblers, willow warblers and reed buntings. The reserve can be accessed from the Thames Path immediately o% —V‘,, e s @ 5 LG 5
IS Is a real birder's paradise. east of the Sewage Works or from Eastern Way and Norman Road. Slade Green 'e'\ VO LANE o === rayford Ness 5 Bh teh
=" at Slade Green Station

on the map by their initials and mentioned in the text of the guide.

Signposted routes to and from stations are also shown on the map Back on the Path, follow the river past industrial units to

together with details of buses serving the Path. Distances between Crabtree Manorway @ On the opposite bank, at Frog Island, to Dartford
Location Points, bus routes and routes to stations, are shown in the the wooden waste disposal building is taking shape. Around the Station links
yellow information panels on each side of this leaflet. bend, look out for barges bringing waste to be sorted in the Erith Through the Ages - X

. e b o bark. The whole land . ® Belvedere Station to path near Norman Road 1°/s+ mile

. . " iant green shed on the far bank. The whole landscape is green, . - . .
é\_Th'S part of the Thames Path is generally accessible to most 8 k.g h ¢ Rainham Marsh ; hp ) 8 Hands-on proof of Erith’s grand past begins in the ancient ruins of Lesnes Abbey, founded O Erith Simitem o Exfih Rivarsiele Garderngs @ 1. mile
users of wheelchairs, buggies and personal mobility vehicles. marking the start of Rainham [larshes - a former shooting in 1178 on a hillside overlooking the floodplain. Henry VI switched the focus to the river
® Slade Green Station to Crayford Ness @ 1'/2 miles

when he set up part of his naval dockyard on the site of The Riverside Gardens in West
Street. Warships built at Woolwich of Kentish timber were fitted out and moored here,
including the “Great Harry”, Henri Gréace a Dieu. Under Charles Il, the river took a more
frivolous turn as yachting came into fashion — a tradition continued by Erith Yacht Club
today. Victorian energy created the Riverside Gardens and deep water pier and added
industries that turned a small port into a big town. Their local bricks, taken on by outgoing
ships at Ballast Wharf in West Street, later appeared in buildings at far-flung destinations
throughout the empire. World War Il put Erith in the firing line, for Vickers built their fighter
planes here while Callenders Cables constructed the Channel pipeline that supplied fuel to
allied vehicles in the D-Day landings of 1944. Unearth more history on the way-marked Erith
Heritage Town Walk, which passes through the Riverside Gardens. Full details from the Tourist

range. The RSPB’s Rainham reserve will lure yet more ducks
and waders to this part of the river in winter months.

Cyclists are welcome on the parts of the Path that coincide
with the Thames Cycle Route, which is part of National Cycle
Route No.l. The Thames Cycle Route where it diverges from the On towards Erith, you plunge amongst a spidery network

Thames Path is marked on the map and is clearly way-marked of cranes, chutes and the sort of working wharves that served
throughout with its own signage. all shipping before the advent of enclosed docks. Snaking up

Thames Cycle Route
National Cycle Route One
and down past mill and silos, the Path opens out to views of details from www.londoncyclenetwork.org
Erith’s curving waterfront, with modern housing, old church
towers and dramatic vistas of the QE Il Bridge. Catch up with
the town at Corinthian Manorway @ heading past new
housing and following Thames Path signage down William
Cory Promenade to finish at Erith’s Riverside Gardens @ Information Centre at Hall Place in Bexley or www.bexley.gov.uk.

Refreshments
Erith Town Centre

TransporeforLondon (G e Gresnvich

@ Council
Funded by Transport for London and published by the London Boroughs of
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